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h In ſtrict conformity to the commands of 
| the AL Mrenrv, delivered to his highly favour- 
ed Nephew, I addreſs you, not without your 
TITLES ; but ſtill, the curious obſerver will 
perceive, I do not deviate, in fo doin g, from 
the purity and plainneſs of our prophetic pre- 
deceſſors; nor am I guilty of adulation or 
ariſtoeracy, as M. P. without metonymy, may 
ſtand, by a happy ſympathy of letters, as 
well 
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well for Minor Prophet, as for Member of 
Parliament: and 1 hope, when at the expira- 
tion of the time predicted by Daniel for the 
fulfilling the prophecies of Brothers---when 
that augean inſtitution of Parliaments ſhall 
be diffolved, and a Convention ſubſtituted--- 
when Monarchies ſhall periſh---and when the 
modern Babylon ſhall be engulphed three or 
four ſcore fathoms beneath the oozy bed of 
old Thames, I may, though a young and 
humble Convert, then approach thee with 
fraternal familiarity, and, accoſting thee by 
the titles of Citizen Halhed, M. P. kiſs thy 
holy beard. 

Be alealed. Sir, t to n this ſroal ſacri- 
fice to thy ſuperior merits---merits which 
ſhall and will command the praiſe of our 
holy ancient matrons for ages to come; and 
happy am I that it hath pleaſed God to in- 
{pire me alſo to write a defence of our great 

Pro- 
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Prophet, merely that I mi ght have an oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing, in this Dedication, the 
high veneration in which I hold your perſon, 
your abilities, and the firmneſs with which 


you defend the holy cauſe. 


Unlike all other ſervile Dedicators, I deteſt 
flattery : therefore I will not ſay a word of your 
profound wiſdom, your good ſenſe, your great 


learning, your unbought ſoul, your perſonal 


accompliſhments, or your mental endow- 


ments: they are already too well known to 


need any emblazoning. I ſhall conclude with 
wiſhing you may live ten thouſand years, and be 
Prime Minifter to King Richard in Judea. 
I am, 1 
Prophetic Sir, 
Your much obliged, humble Servant, 
Fellow Labourer and Sufferer, 
Fellow Citizen, and 


Citizen Slave, 


A CONVERT. 
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Af this momentous period, teem- 


ing with figns, wonders, and ex- 
traordinary events, and promiſing ſtill 
greater, it would be ſinful to withhold 
the leaſt idea that might tend to en- 
lighten the public mind; and as the 
world has ſeen an age of Reaſon and 
an age of Infidelity, ſo alſo ſhall the 
world ſee an age of Prophecy. 

The Reader muſt not expect to 
find a long lift of ſcriptural quotations 
in the following pages, in ſupport of 
the pretenſipns of Mr. Brothers to the 
gift of erer, and to relationſhip 

with 
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with the AL MIGHTY. He and Mr. 
Halhed have ſo ably contended againſt 
their adverſaries in ſupport of that 
point, with ſuch weapons, that nothing 
is left for me but to defend the cauſe 
by common ſenſe: And here the 


Reader will obſerve, that I have 
given all the arguments that the un- 


believer can make uſe of, merely to 
ſhew their futility, and which can- 
not be ſupported but by ſcripture ; 
while, on the other ſide, modern in- 
{piration cannot be ſupported by Holy 
Writ entirely. Happy ſhould I be, 
would Mr, Burke, who, I be- 


lie ve, is a favoured man, take up his 


gooſe-quill, and prove clearly to the 
world that the age of Prophecy 1s 
xor paſt. 


THER 


THE 


AGE OF PROPHECY. 


HAT!” cries an elderly lady--- 

| not have faith in Richard Bro- 

thers, nor believe him to be the great prophet 
promiſed the Jews for centuries back, and 
predicted by Moſes himſelf? Aſtoniſhing 
infidelity ! you muſt be worſe than a Turk. 
Why, if ever there were prophets---and ſure 
none here can or will deny, that the holy ages 
of Saul, David, and Solomon, produced le- 
gions of prophets, who went about ſoothſay- 
ing in company---I aſſert, if ever there were 
prophets, Richard Brothers is one; and, bleſſed 
be God ! I reſt an entire faith in his prophe- 
cies, in hopes thereby to be ſaved from the 
A 8 burning 
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burning of our modern Babylon, as that wiſe 


believer Mr. Halhed calls London: for, do 


you know, Sir, ſays ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 
an aged gentleman, with a broad open face, 
not much the worſe for wear, and that ſeemed 
to beſpeak candour and common ſenſe, though 
at the ſame time with no very ſtriking linea- 
ments to engage the attention of the enlight- 
ened few ; and I muſt acknowledge, from my 


ſmall experience in the ſcience of Phyſiognomy, 


his countenance did not ſay, I am a diſciple 
of the prophet ;”* of courſe I was not much 
prepoſſeſſed in his favour---* I am,” ſays the 


| lady, &« of the tribe of Benjamin, and deſcended 


from King David; and the prophet has pro- 
miſed me, when he has gathered together all 
Gop's chaſen people, and the ſeed of Abraham, 
I ſhall not be forgotten, but ſhall be ſeparated 
from among the ſinful generation with whom 
I now ſojourn, and join the choſen tribes in 
their march to the Holy Land, and perhaps 
make one in the triumphal entry into Jeruſa- 

—Bĩ 
The old fellow liſtened with great at- 
tention till the had finiſhed her rhapſody-- 
=” when, 
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when, with a ſarcaſtie grin, taking a pinch of 


ſnuff, and ſhaking his head, the Jeſuit thus 
replied: Madam, I muſt really continue to 
doubt the truth of his prophecies, and the di- 
vinity of his miſſion, till I have ſome ſubſtan- 
tial proofs that he is what he pretends to be : 
I am always very cautious in giving an entire 


_ credence to the effufions of every idle im- 


poſtor, who, from a diſtempered brain, or 
ſome hidden knavith deſign, agitate the minds 
of the people, which, in times of public cala- 
mity like the preſent, are ſuſceptible of every 
impreſſion that madmen or fools may pleaſe 
to give, ſet the whole country in a ferment, 


and mould the public opinion to their views 


like ſoftened wax; and, what I conceive to 
be an impeachment to the good ſenſe of any 


nation and any times, but more particularly 


fo in this ex/;ghtened age, is, be the pretenſions 
of the impoſtor ever ſo ridiculous, or contrary 
to reaſon, religion and common ſenſe, he ſel- 
dom fails of gaining numerous converts to his 


doctrine, not only paſſive, miſguided; converts, 


but diſciples who eagerly embrace every op- 
portunity to propagate hisfalſchoods among the 
vulgar 
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—— | 
vulgar and the ignorant; and it has been ſup- 
poſed there is no remedy to ſtop the progreſs of 
this evil. If he is a fool, the Executive Govern- 
ment think him much beneath its notice: 
equally ſo if he is a madman. Thus he can 
laviſh abuſe on the Government, alarm the 
timid, and abuſe the knowledge of all, with im- 
punity. If he is a knave, he carries on his de- 
ſign againſt order and ſociety on a more grand 
and ſyſtematic ſcale, under the cover of the 
laws, till he arrives at ſuch a pitch of power, 
and his diſciples become ſo numerous, each 
exerting his utmoſt to make converts, that 
from Pn enthuſiaſm, and other cauſes, the 
infection becomes general over the majority 
of the people ; and the minority, of courſe, 
once ſubjugated, a total revolution enſues, mo- 
ral, religious and political. Such was the 
caſe in the Eaſt; and from ſuch trifling be- 
ginnings Mahomet became the prophet who 
overthrew a government and a religion eſta- 
bliſhed by ages, and raiſed his perſon, while 
living, and his memory, now dead, to the 
higheſt pinnacle of veneration and ſuppoſed 
immor . | Such, I fay, was the caſe there; 


and 
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— 
ſuch it may be here, if a ſpeedy application is 
not ſpeedily made to the infected parts; and if 
this ſpirit of prophecy is allowed to gain 
ground, our children, and their children's 
children, will be ſtudying the revelations of 
Hanchett, Halhed, and Brothers; and our 
ſober citizens, rejecting the Bible, will ſpend 
their Sundays or Sabbaths in reading leſſons of 
morality in the Britiſh Alcoran. 
„ HBut,“ continued he, there may be 
others in the ſecret - ſome more knaves be- 
hind the curtain.“ 
« Infidel!” cries the old lady, where do 
you expect to go to?” | 
My dear Madam,” cried he, pulling her 
by the ſleeve, © hear me :---I ſay there may 
be others in the ſecret---the impoſition, I 
ſhould rather call it. Mr. Halhed is a man 
of ſome property, and he .comes forward 
into the fore-ground himſelf; he publiſhes a 
vindication of his bro7her prophet. But what 
do you call Captain Hanchett? O! I fear 
he is a dumb prophet, but yet ſpeaks too 
plainly, It is, however, ſome conſolation to 
perceive, that Miniſters are faſt recovering 
From | 
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from the ſtupor proceeding from the knock- 


down blow they received at the concluſion of 
ſome late trialt, and that they will have an 
eye to the prophetic miſſion. It is a further 
conſolation to know, that a law is ſtill exiſting, 
which our forefathers wiſely adopted, to lop 
off ſuch infected branches from the tree of ſo- 
ciety; and I ſincerely hope that Mr. Pitt will 
make a proper ufe of it, and inflict juſtice, 
not only on Brothers, but alſo on his abettors 


and his public vindicators.“ 


Here I ſtarted from my chair: the blood 
fluſhed into my face; and I could contain 
myſelf no longer. What vindicators?” ſaid 
1 to myſelf---For the Reader muſt know that 
I had already formed the deſign of writing 
and publiſhing a vindication myſelf, and I 
was juſt in the act of breaking the thread 
of the old fellow's heretical, damnable, 


_ abuſive, Jacobinical diſcourſe, when a young 


man gently pulled me down on my chair, 
and the old Lady, in a whiſper, too bidding 
me be under no apprehenfion for the cauſe, 
as ſhe had arguments in ſtore that, were he 
a devil, he could not refiſt, I acquieſced, 
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and reſumed my ſeat; and the old fellow 
proceeded. 

« Therefore, Madam,” cries he, « I had 
much rather have hereſy imputed to me than 
credulity, and would rather be called an ob- 
ſtinate old blockhead, than be led by the noſe 
by a vain enthuſiaſtic coxcomb, or deſigning 
knave, who, to ſerve himſelf or friends, makes 
a great noiſe in the world about the Lord 


knows what---forcing all the old women 
in the town (with deference to your ladyſhip) 


to go ſtark mad---colleCting his ſomniferous 
lucubrations into undigeſted, incoherent ful- 
minations---confounding truth, and making 


myſteries more myſterious---unlocking the 


enigmas of Daniel and Eſdras with as much 
confidence as Mr. Pitt opens his budget of 
new taxes, and as much to the ſatisfaction of 
ſome. And would any man who makes 
or pretends to make religion and the ſcriptures 


his guide, act in direct oppoſition to thoſe tenets 


which he embraces? Yes, Brothers does. 
Did not all the prophets propheſy the coming 
of a Meſliah? And that he did come, Bro- 


thers does not deny, becauſe he claims 


relation- 
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relationſhip to him by lineal deſcent : but he 
might, with more propriety, and with more of 
the ſpirit of Judaiſin, have denied the Mefliah 
in toto, and declared himſelf to be the perſon 
about whom the prophets all ſpoke and 
propheſied, and who, by his blood, was to 
waſh away the ſins of the world. Mr. 
Brothers pretends to believe in the Saviour, 
but denies his goſpel, and in direct terms 
flatly contradicts it; for, by the ſacrifice of 
the Meſſiah, the end of all prophecy was ful- 
filled; atonement was made; the Saviour 
died, but not without giving his believers a 
caution. He by preſcience knew, that im- 
poſtors would ariſe, and call themſelves pro- 
phets: he knew there would not be wanting 
men weak or wicked enough to promulgate 
their doctrines: therefore he informed them 
that no prophet was to come after him. Now, 
this will put Brothers to the neceſſity of 
denying the preſcience of CHRIST, and of 
courſe all his attributes: or, if he ſhould ac- 
knowledge that preſcience, he muſt ſubmit 
to ſee his own pretenſions fall to the ground ; 
for I do not recollect that our Saviour made 
| any 
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any exception in favour of Brothers. We 
muſt therefore allow that his preſcience did 
not extend to this remote age, or that he ut- 
terly forgot to inſert a clauſe in his goſpel, 
juſtifying the pretenſions of his nephew to the 
gift of prophecy. But Brothers does not 
give one ſingle proof of his prophetic miſſion : 
Moſes converſed with the Almighty, gave 
plagues to E gypt, brought water from a 
rock, changed his rod to a ſerpent, and 
divided the ſea: Eliſha, Elias, Daniel, and 
all the prophets, wrought miracles : our 
Saviour raiſed the dead, cured the blind, the 
deaf, the dumb and the lame, and fed the 
hungry miraculouſſiy; nay, even his followers 
vrought wonders. But what does our modern 
would-be prophet do, to prove his errand, 
and inſure belief?---he who impiouſly and pre- 
ſumptuouſly ranks himſelf the equal, if not 
the ſuperior of the Meſtiah ! Give me ſome 
certain proofs.” 
« That I will, infide] !“ pretty vehe- 
mently interrupted the old lady---<« I will 
tell you what he has done, and what he has 


B 5 ſaid, 
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18 
ſaid, to convince you immediately of his 
being a prophet.” _ 

I now began to brighten up: for, you 
may call it N or weakneſs, or 
worſe if you pleaſe---but this I dare aver, 
and I dare ſay, too, that no perſon, even if 
he does not believe in dreams, ghoſts, ap- 
paritions, and ſupernatural agency, will deny, 
that, prophets may as well exiſt now as they 
did two or three thouſand years ago. The 


difference, too, in the times, is but. ſmall ; 


prophets were. then in the habit of being fed 
miraculouſly : we read of Eliſha, in the 
Wilderneſs, ſitting in eager expectation of 
his breakfaſt from the mouth of a raven; but 
now, unleſs he can engage a credulous multi- 
tude to believe and ſupport him, he might fit 
as long in this great City as in a Wilderneſs, 
before any good-natured raven would bring 
him a piece of beef. tis not ſo plentiful now : 
but prophets in thoſe days had a wonderful 


knack of living on nothing; no other mode of 


exiſtence could be more a-propos to the preſent 

period---for of nothing there is a moſt plentiful 

abundance ; but it is à ſpiritual ſort of food, 
and 
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and none but prophets can live on it ; but, ſuch 
as it is, we muſt be content, and ſhould thank 
our rulers for their great kindneſs in engaging 
us in this juſt and neceſſary war, thereby 
taking away our ſuperfluities, and preparing 
our hearts to be humble and meek, that we 
might receive the prophet and his prophecies 
without doubting. I fay, thank Gop the 
times are no work! And fo may the widowed 
matron exclaim, when, with tears in her eyes, 
ſhe beholds the laſt remains of her ſmall loaf, 
and her cruce of oil nearly extin& : in vain 
may ſhe deſire to ſee it filled; for, unleſs 
Mr. Brothers would' exert himſelf, and 
by a miracle fill it, it muſt remain empty ; 
and that time is not arrived : yet I really 
think, that ſhould Mr. Brothers condeſcend to 
employ himſelf in ſo charitable a work, it 
would go a great way towards eſtabliſhing a 
point abſolutely neceſſary, to prove the affinity 
between the times now, and the days of 
Moſes, and the poſſibility of the exiſtence of 
a prophet 1 in theſe groſſer, degenerated days; 
and if we admit the poſſibility, the probabi- 
lity comes of courſe; and if we admit the 

B 2 proba- 
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probability, nothing remains but that we be- 
lieve our eye - ſight and hearing for who can 
doubt when Gop ALMIOGHTV's own nephew 
rifes up as a prophet ? This I call proof poſi- 
tive, and carries with it as ſtrong conviction 
of the exiſtence of the prophet, as Mr. Hal- 
hed's proof can of his inſpiration; and I repeat, 
vVvho can doubt it ? and yet there are thoſe who 
not only profeſs to doubt, but, with an effront- 
ery peculiar to. the old fellow who ſpoke laſt, 
totally to deny him ; but they are the devoted 
who are doomed to. deſtruction with this 
Sodom in Egypt, as Mr. Halhed juſtly inter- 
prets London ; they ſhut their eyes to the 
light of an enlightened age, and pretend to 
be guided by common ſenſe : but, Gop help 
them! ſay I; they muſt believe in Richard 
Brothers, or they are certainly as damned as 
thoſe unbelieving Jews who perſecuted his 
anceſtor. 

I beg pardon for making ſo long a di- 
greſſion, eſpecially as I intended to give my 


decifion after the diſpute had ended, and like- 
_ wiſe after I had ſeen and felt the holy man 
myſelf, which is requiſite, to the end that I 

m1 git 
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might give the reader ſome idea of his per- 


ſon, manners, &c. I once more beg pardon, 
and return to the argument. | 

With much perturbation, the old lady 
fluttered her fan, adjuſted her cloaths, and put 
herſelf in a proper attitude of vindication; 
while inſpiration ſeemed to beam from her 
eyes, and, by a moſt proper contraction of 
the muſcles of her noſe, ſhe ſignified the ut- 
moſt contempt for her opponent and his in- 
credulity ; (and well the might; it was me- 
ritorious zeal.) 

She paid but little attention to the re- 
monſtrance of a young gentleman in com- 
pany, who told her how impolite it was to 
interrupt the gentleman till he had finiſhed his 
_ diſcourſe. © Don't tell me of politeneſs,” 
ſays ſhe: © where do we find fuch a word as 
politeneſs in all the Bible? and beſides, I can 
hear his blaſphemies no longer ; I muſt an- 
{wer him: and fo, Sir,” turning to her oppo- 
nent, “as I was ſaying before, I will bring 
home conviction to your mind in à few 
words; I will give you proofs, and ſuch proofs 
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as no man in his ſober ſenſes can heſitate one 
moment to believe. 

In the firſt place, Yr, he is Gop 
ALmcury” s nephew; and where will you 
find an Emperor, King, Pope, or Elector, 
pretend to ſuch a deſcent ? He can trace back 
his pedigree even beyond Abraham : is not 
that enough to convince you? Has he not 
converſed familiarly with Gop, who has diſ- 
cloſed to him his moſt hidden purpoſes ? Did 


Moſes more? Is he not © the man who will be 


revealed to the Hebrews as their prince, to all 
nations as their governor, according to the 
covenant with King David, immediately un- 


der Gop?” Is he not to lead back the Jews, 


viſible and inviſible, to the Holy Land ? Has 
he not propheſied the deſtruction of London 
long ago, but only put off its fate a little longer, 
till he has packed up, and is ready to depart ? 
Did he not propheſy that the priſoners indict- 
ed for High Treafon were innocent, in a letter 
addreſſed to Mr. Pitt, bearing date November 
gth, 1794 ? Now, as I deteſt the idea of mean 
ſubterfuge, I will acknowledge that it did 
not 
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not require much inſpiration to know that 
at that time, becauſe Hardy was acquitted 
four days preceding, viz. Nov. 5th. Has he 
not propheſied that England will not be the bet- 
ter for having engaged in the preſent war? 
why, from the common conſequences of wars 
in general, that cannot be controverted: even 
Mr. Pitt himſelf might have believed him, 
and known it to be true without the aid of 
inſpiration; and that England may be fifty mil- 
lions poorer at the concluſion of the third 
campaign, and fifty thouſand ſouls leſs in the 
market of Babylon, than at the commence- 
ment of the firſt, none can deny.” | 
(Note.) I intend to inquire of Mr. Halhed, 
if the groſs ſouls of ſuch tradeſmen, mehanics 
and huſbandmen, as have been driven from 
their wives and families, and have left their cor- 
poreal parts on the plains of Brabant, the ſands 
of Dunkirk, the dykes of Holland, or the frozen 
wilds of Germany, were marketable commodi- 
ties when in England? A friend of mine, who 


pretends to be as deeply {killed in the principles 


of political commerce, ſays, no, with ſome ex- 


ceptions, ſuch as a liveryman of London, who, 
if 
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if he is not connected with any contractor or 
commercial monopoly, I mean company, or un- 
der any obligation to a great man, may carry his 
foul to market, and ſell it to the higheſt bid- 
der: the ſame of a number of freemen, houſe- 
holders, potboilers, &c. in various parts of the 
kingdom; but their number is but ſmall, 
when compared to the great majority of the 
people, who have no intereſt in the welfare 
of the ſtate, nor ſouls of their own to ſell. 
But to return to the converſation. 

« Has he not propheſied that all the poten- 
tates of Europe will die violent deaths? And how- 
can you take upon you to deny thoſe things, 
when you ſee the work has already begun? 
Is not the King of Sweden dead, who was 
to be commander in chief of the armies againſt 
France, and lead them from Sweden to Paris 
by way of Normandy? Is not Louis dead? 
though, to be ſure, he did not propheſy that 
till after he was dead! But as for the King 
of Sweden, he could have foretold his. death 
long before it happened, had he pleaſed; but 
he did not ehuſe to make every body as wiſe as 
hbimſelf in an affair of ſuch importance. And has 

he 
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he not already cut a rod, which is now preparing 


to be metamorphoſed into a ſerpent when the 
appointed time arrives that he is by that ſign 


to reveal himſelf to the Jews as their 


prince and prophet, as Moſes did before 


him? The hich eſteem he is held in by Gon 


ALMIGHTY is palpable and conſpicuous, from 


the interceſſion he has made, and the promiſe 


of ſafety obtained, for thoſe very men who 


treat him with ſo much contempt, even 
William Pitt, who places no more confidence 
in his prophecies than he does in the faith of 


the King of Pruſſia or infallibility of the 


Pope. There is a long ſtring of other names, 


among which is Mr. Pitt's brother, that 


late vigilant firſt Lord of the Admiralty, 
a perſon who, I am informed, is to have a 
ſtatue erected, at the expence of the Mer- 


chants and Underwriters of London, to per- 
petuate their grateful remembrance of his 
vaſt abilities in the office which he filled, 


exemplified in the protection he afforded their 
fleets, and who refuſed Brothers the previlege 
of receiving his wages while in the King's ſer- 
vice, without acknowledging the ſame by the 
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uſual wicked formalities of oath-taking; but 
his own aſſertions, as Mr. Halhed ſays, are 
the beſt proofs, not only of his being inſpired, 
but alſo of the great aſcendancy he had over 
all the prophets that ever went before him, 
when ſpeaking of the impiety and cruelty of 
the King of Pruſſia joining the confederacy 
againſt a righteous, merciful and juſt French 
Convention, and the liberties of a great 
people, who had not only procured en e g 
abundance of liberty, but generouſly offered, 
to procure the ſame for all the world beſides: 
he gives the prophecy of Daniel concerning 
him in page 29th of Part II. of his book, 
which was, that for three years and a balf, 
he, i. e. the King of Pruſſia, ſhould conquer 
and deſtroy multitudes of them (the French.) 
Then Mr. Brothers proceeds and ſays, But 
« my prayers prevailed with Gor, even 
* againſt his own recorded judgments _ by 
« Daniel;” and in conſequence of his prayers, 
and nothing elſe, I aſſure you the King of 
Pruſſia was driven back with ſhame and con- 
fuſion. If other proofs are neceſſary, know, that 
although he is a poor illiterate man, raiſed up 

to 
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to confound the wiſdom, of the wile, yet he 
miraculouſly prints his prophecies, and gives 
them away, | that none may be ignorant of 
their contents by pleading poverty, or inabi- 
lity to buy; ; and we have Gon” s own words 
that it is all true, arid every word authentic ; 
'dnd it is ſaid that he has given away upwards 
of 8000, which convinces me (notwithſtand- 
ing your impzous inſinuation of folks being 
behind the curtain), that he either receives the 
means, the materials, or, which is more pro- 
bable than all, the books, ready printed, 
direct from Heaven. E 
1 Now, I have given you numerous 
proofs of his knowledge of futurity : but 
how, you will fooliſhly aſk, came he by that 
knowledge? why, by infpiration, to be ſure: 
Mr. Stupidity---how would you have thoſe 
things revealed? And has not Mr. Halhed 
borne ſufficient teſtimony to his miſſion, and 
his inſpired writings ? Yes, I fay, the wiſe 
Mr. Halhed, a Member of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment, a man ſkilled in expounding riddles, 
and analyſing the enigmas of Daniel, 
Eſdras and St. John, and knows as much 
82 con- 
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concerning the ſeven candleſticks as Corporal 
Trim knew of the King of Bohemia and his 
ſeven caſtles, and can interpret the ſignifica- 
tion of prophecy, inſpiration and revelation, 
with as much facility and ſtrict adherence to 
truth as an Attorney General conſtrues law, 
juſtice and conſtructive treaſon---he ſays 
himſelf, that © in the occupation of decipher- 
ing myſterious and allegorical modes of 
« compoſition, he is not at all undiſciplined. 
« Fortified, therefore, with this pre- acquired 

* aptitude for ſuch ſtudies,” he ſits down to 
expound the expoundings of the prophet. 
Brothers; and does it in ſuch clear, conſpicu- 
ous terms, that none but an infidel can doubt 
the authenticity of the prophecies; and, as 
Mr. Halhed ſays, if we admit the prophe- 
cies, we muſt admit the prophet ; and very 
juſtly. But, Mr. Wiſeacre, for,” ſays ſhe, 
„ I hardly know how to be civil to ſuch 
blockheads, © if you deny inſpiration, how 
would you have Gop reveal his mind? I don't 
ſet myſelf up for a propheteſs---yet thisI know, 
my dreams are always ſure to come true, 
and I call them viſions and revelations, and 
L 
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— 
I will tell you ſuch things that I have dreamt 
as would amaze you. But, however, be- 
fore you pretend to deny, nay, even to doubt 
of the infallibility ef Mr. Brothers, wait with 
patience, I pray you, to ſee all thoſe things 
fulfilled which he has written; and do not 
triumph in your unbelief becauſe you are not 
ſwallowed up with Sodom, and ſay that the 
prophecy is falſe concerning it, but rather 
down on your knees, and thank your Gon 
you have ſo great, ſo powerful an advocate, 
who will put off the impending judgment till 
June or July next. But, as J ſaid before, I 
will tell you what a ſtrange dream 1 had, 
which I am ſure foretels ſomething great: - 
1 beheld a beaſt with three heads and a long 
tail, which reached up to the heavens : the 
firſt head was like that of a cat, meek and 
demure ; the ſecond, like that of an owl,-wit- 
dom itſelf; and the third head, which was 
the largeſt, neatly powdered,, but hidden 
from the ſight by a huge cocked hat, orna- 
mented with a cockade---methought it grew 
larger and larger; and a ſtrange hubbub now 
proceeded from a multitude of ſwine that fol- 
1 lowed 


15 
Ems: 
lowed behind, and which increaſed in num⸗- 
der as the beaſt grew larger: from time to 
time the beaſt made' a noiſe from the two 
fide heads, the middle one remaining filent : 
the multitude ſeemed much. delighted with 
the noiſe, and, with mouths wide open, ea- 
gerly | ſwallowed the excrement that the 
beaſt frequently voided, which was black as 
ink, and flew into their eyes; ſo as to blind 
them; yet, notwithſtanding their blindneſs; 
they implicitly followed their leader, and 
with more boldneſs; knocking their heads 
againſt poſts and walls, breaking their ſhins 
over blocks and ſtones, with which the way 
was interſperſed : now I beheld a huge image, 
with legs and feet made of lead, and arms of 
tron ; it ſtood firm, though the beaſt butted 
againſt it with mighty force; at length, with 
a flow motion, the image hfted up its hand, 
and ſeized the beaſt by the throat, and it was 
ftrangled; the multitude inſtantly van——.” 
Megs: the old lady interrupted | herkuf 
by a loud ſhriek, on perceiving the maid, 
who was bringing in ſupper, - ſpill the ſalt, 
and another careleſs huſſey lay two kmives 
| acrols : 
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acrols; the fainted, and was carried out of 
the room, to my great diſappointment, as I 
wiſhed to hear the conclufion of her viſion, 
and not a little hoped ſhe would give us an 
interpretation. The old matrons in com- 
pany left us, to attend her; and there re- 
mained only the old man, myſelf, and ano- 
ther perſon. I began deadly to fear the old 
man would have all his own way, as I Was 
not ſkilled in controverſy: nor were my fears 
unfounded ; for, after a little pauſe, he ob- 
ſerved, that the abſent lady appeared to be 
much infatuated with Mr. Brothers: Nor 
is it to be wondered at,” ſays he; © for ſhe is 
the very eſſence of ſuperſtition : the predic- 
tion of a comet will give her the vapours for 
twelve months to come; and the report of a 
ſtrange appearance obſerved in the moon, a to- 
tal eclipſe, or a black ſpot on the ſurface of the 
ſun, will afford her food for converſation, diſ- 
putation and conjecture, for as many months 
more; and from all which ſhe augurs the ap- 
proaching deſtruction of the world, or over- 
throw of ſtates: ſhe herſelf. has ſeen armies. 
meet, and fight horrid and bloody battles in the 

am firmament, 
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firmament, and is continually making the 
heavens a mirror to the earth, or a looking- 
glaſs for futurity : if a dog howls, ſhe is ſure 
to propheſy the death of ſome of her neigh- 
bours ; and ſo fond is ſhe of ringing her pre- 
ditions, that ſome have been known to die 
with the fright : but ſhe ſhews the greateſt 
proof of her folly in attempting a defence of 
our impoſtor.“ | 
What, then, Sir, cries I, you are 
not to be convinced by the — the 
_ has made uſe of ?” 
„Quite the contrary,” replies the old man; 
& for I can confute them in a few words. 
The deception is founded entirely on inſpir- 
ation : when it is once clearly proved that 
he really is inſpired, then ſome credit may be 
placed in his prophecies, as he is pleaſed to 
term them; but, till then, I ſhall remain an 
unbeliever. He is Gop ALMIGHTY's nephew: 
how does he know it? by inſpiration. He 
has given the world a new age by inſpira- 
tion: he has foretold the deſtruction of Lon- 
don by inſpiration, and the death of all the 
the Monarchs in Europe by inſpiration : he 
fore · 
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foretels the literal reinſtatement of the Jews 
in the Holy Land by inſpiration: all he knows, 
all he prognoſticates, is by inſpiration. Now, 
every commentator on the prophets, and on 
the revelations of St. John, endeavours to make 


the texts mutually aſſiſt in expounding each 


other; and all reſt their deciſions on the rea- 
ſon that appears in their arguments: and 
their references and ſolutions will bear the 
teſt of the day- light of reaſon, and appear 
more agreeable to common ſenſe the cloſer 
they are connected with each other. Thus 


each text of the prophets, or any abſtracted 


part of the revelations, is an individual and a 
dependent part on the great whole, and which, 


the leariled of all ages agree, predicted the 


coming of the Meſſiah, and the riſe and fall 
of Popery: but Mr. Brothers overleaps thoſe 
bounds, and, as Mr. Halhed ſays, © comes at 
„his knowledge a ſhorter way.” And what 
is that ſhort way? why, by rejecting the 
aid of learning, and labour of ſtudy, he fa- 
thoms the depths of Daniel, Eſdras, and 
the revelations, by an immediate and di- 
rect inſpiration from Gop, which Mr. Halhed 
undertakes to prove in this manner: becauſe 
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& he tells us, in a dry, conciſe, unqualified aſ- 
ſertion, that ſuch a thing is ſo and ſo, as he has 


it from Gop; but he gives us no reaſon why it 
ſhould be ſo ;” and muſt (let me aſk Mr. Hal- 


hed) his bare aſſertions prove to me that theſe 


things are really ſo, or that he is inſpired ? or 


1s Mr. Halhed's proof ſufficient, that he aſſerts 


a thing, without a reaſon why it ſhould be ſo, 
to ſhew his inſpiration ? But the taſk of ex- 
plaining was left for the ſapience of Mr. 
Halhed, which he does clearly ; and by demon- 


ſtrating that the Empreſs of Ruſſia is a bear, 


and that ſhe has three ribs in her mouth, and 
three appetites, luſt, ambition and cruelty, 
between her teeth, he proves the total revo- 
lution of Europe, which Mr. Brothers pre- 
dicted, It would be equally vain to take no- 
tice of every abſurdity broached by Halhed 


and Brothers, as uſeleſs and impoſſible to 


anſwer every part of that incoherent and in- 
digeſted mats of matter contained in their pro- 


ductions. I ſhall therefore confine myſelf to 


tome of the moſt prominent of their abſur- 


dities; for neither the unqualified aſſertions 


of Brothers, nor the elucidations of Halhed in 


his 
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his ſupport, can convince me that he is an 
inſpired man. As to his calling himſelf Gop 
ALMIGHTY's nephew, that is highly ridicu- 
lous, and inſpiration he muſt have to ſupport 
his pretenſions---not that I deny that Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, had any other children 
befides IEsus; that would be deſcending to 
too much frivolity : I only ſay, that he needs 
inſpiration to ſupport his pretenſions: ſo, in- 
deed, he does to every thing he ſays; tis his 
ſheet-anchor. If Richard Brothers was to 
ſhew me a ſtrong building, and tell me it 
would fall before ſuch a certain period as he 
ſhould name, I would doubt it, and ſay, what 
are your reaſons ? He replies, I know it will 
fall by inſpiration : if you want any further 
conviction, go, ſearch the Scriptures; but, to 
ſave his word, and his character as a ſeer, he 
may either ſend ſome of his numerous de- 
votees to pull it down, or, if it ſtands after 
the time predicted for its fall has elapſed, he 
has only to ſay that he interceded with the 
ALMIGHTY to permit its ſtanding a little 
longer. But, ſhould an experienced architect 
tell me it would fall, he would give me his 
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reaſons, that either it was not built on true 
principles, that the foundation had ſettled, or 
that it had decayed by age: I ſhould place 


ſome confidence in his declaration, but none 


in that of the inſpired ſurveyor. 
It would be an uſeleſs taſk to follow him 


through a perplexing labyrinth of wild aſ- 


ſertions, and conſtructions of various texts of 


Scripture, where, in one place, he allows the 
prophets to foretell the coming of the Meſſiah 
in another, by various ſophiſms, he inter- 


prets them to mean himſelf: in one place, 


Babylon is Babylon; in another, Babylon is 
Rome; and in the third, Babylon is London; 
and the whole is connected, if there be ſuch 


a thing as connection in his arguments, by 
numerous inuendoes. It would be prolonging 


my diſcourſe, were I to call to my aid a long 


ſtring of Scripture quotations to confute him, 
.as any perſon leſs ſkilled in the Scriptures 
than Brothers, can find ſufficient to anſwer 
the purpoſe. Yet how exprefily does Gop 
himſelf deny the exiſtence of a perſon of the 
aſpiring pretenſions of Brothers, I cannot paſs 
over: And Jzsvs ſaid unto them, take 


&« heed 
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& heed that no man deceive you; for many 
« ſhall come in my name, faying, I 
„ am CHRIST, and ſhall deceive many.“ 
Matth. xxiv.,4, 5.---And again, Then if 
«* any man ſhall ſay unto you, Lo! here 
„ is CHRIST, or there, believe it not; for 
there ſhall ariſe falſe CHRIS TS and falſe 
* prophets, and ſhall ſhew great ſigns and 
« wonders, inſomuch that (if it were poſ- 
* ſible) they ſhall deceive the very Elect.“ 
Matth. xx1v. 23, 24.---What can be a more 
poſitive denial of his miſſion? and the New 
Teſtament abounds with ſuch cautions. But 
in fact Brothers builds his political and reli- 
gious fabric on ſuch a baſis of inconſiſtency, 
that inſtead of reconciling the Scriptures to 
his deſigns, he makes them the engines to 
confute himſelf, notwithſtanding all his 
extreme caution ; and thoſe very prophets on 
whoſe authority he founds his own preten»- 
ſions, he denies and contradicts, by aſſerting 

that his interceſſion with the ALMIGHTY 
averted thoſe evils which they propheſied 
would befal London: by ſo doing, he denies 
them to be r ; for what are we to 


ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe a prophet to be but one whoſe pre- 
dictions ſhall ſurely come to paſs at the time 
appointed? And if thoſe predictions do not 


occur, they can be no prophets. How muſt 


Daniel bite his nails, and how chagrined 


muſt Eſdras and others appear, if they are 
acquainted with the connections of Gop in 
thoſe latter days, and that their veracity 1s 
doubted, and their prophecies queſtioned !---By 
the ſame rule, and to ſuit his own purpoſes, 
he denies the omniſcience of IEsus, and yet 
affects to believe in him. Such a mode 


of arguing is ſo very repugnant to reaſon, 


common ſenſe, and the Scriptures, that none 
but a madman or an impoſtor could have the 
effrontry to uſe it. Thus he perverts ſeveral 
texts, and alleges that he does ſo by Gop's 
verbal command to him in a viſion : and of 
thoſe things which the old lady informed me 
he had predicted, not one has been fulfilled ; 
and if they never ſhould, he has a good falvo 
to ſave his word, (as he propheſies nothing 


but evil), by ſaying that he interceded 


with Gop, and averted the judgments. In this 
manner may he propheſy till he can no longer 
open 
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open his mouth or hold a pen: and yet, that 
people ſhould be ſo infatuated with his non- 
ſenſe in this enlightened age, in this age of re- 
formation, this age of reaſon, wherein ſuper- 
{tition vaniſhes, and melts like wax before a 
furnace, aſtoniſhes me ; but that our reformers 
and revolutioniſts, a great part of whom will 
not ſubmit to the ſuppoſed impoſition of the 
myſtery of a Trinity, or the exiſtence of a 
Saviour, ſhould promulgate his doctrines, is 
not perhaps ſo ſurpriſing when we perceive 
their motives. Notwithſtanding he ſo cloſely 
blends religion and politics together, which 
is a thing they pretend ſo much to deteſt, and 
which ſhould be deteſted---notwithſtanding 
he fulminates deſtruction to every veſtige of 
Monarchical Government, yet he would eſta- 
bliſh one more powerful than all others col- 
lectively: they pretend to believe him, there- 
fore; becauſe the firſt part is ſo conſonant 
to their ideas, they would hazard the ſecond--- 
thinking, perhaps, they might more eaſily 

cope with one. It is the deſire of the moſt 
violent and ill-principled men to create 
diſtruſt, diſorder, and anarchy; and for 
that 
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that purpoſe, a more proper inſtrument could 
not be found than Mr. Brothers ; and I really 
think he is that paſſive tool of ſome men of 
the above deſcription, who would 


„ ride in the whirlwind, 
« And direct the ſtorm !” 

% Brothers, under the pretended ſanctity 
of his manners, his ſpecious reaſoning on 
{criptural cauſes for ſome late events, his pre- 
tenſions to inſpiration, and his ſolutions 
of holy writ in predicting thoſe events which 
are hidden under the veil of futurity, gains 
many converts; but which common ſpecula- 
tion, without the aſſiſtance of inſpiration, 
might induce us to conjecture would occur, 
though not to ſuch an exaggerated extent as 
Brothers's moſt nn, Aoctrinees would 
make the ignorant believe. 

J think myſelf, that the affairs of 
Europe are haſtening with rapid ſtrides to a 
momentous criſis, particularly in England, 
where we already float on bubbles which muſt 
ſoon burſt; nor will T rob Mr. Pitt of the 
merit he may juſtly claim in haſtening the ap- 

proaching period. The endeavours of thoſe 
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men on whom Mr. Pitt and His Houſe of 
Repreſentatives (I will not ſay, the People's) 

ſo abundantly laviſh the appellation of Jaco- 
bins that it is rung as the zoc/in of terror all 
over the Kingdom, are not to be put in the 
ſcale of competition with the exertions of 
Mr. Pitt, in accelerating the ſubverſion of the 
conſtitution of England. I have nothing 
more to add, but appeal to your good ſenſe, 
and entreat you to renounce thoſe ſuperſtitious 
doctrines, which ſhew not your wiſdom ſo 
much as your timidity, and which tend to de- 
baſe the ſpirit of men who would be free : 
meet not danger half-way ; but when tribula- 
tion arrives, ſupport yourſelves with fortitude, 
or encounter thoſe troubles with firmneſs, per- 
ſeverance and reſolution, which you cannot 
avert,” 

He had no ſooner finiſhed his diſcourſe, 
than I aroſe, and retired to my chamber ; for 
1 had begun to perceive that my paſſions, 
which at the beginning of this diſcourſe were 
ready to burſt forth, now ſubſided, and 
would moſt inevitably have ended in a ſlum- 
ber. Not thinking his argument in ſupport of 
infidelity entitled to any other anſwer than 

E that 
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that of ſilent contempt, I was determined to 


vent my rage upon paper. You may call it 
prophetic mania, if you pleaſe: I do not value 
the aſperſions of the wicked; I am above 
their ſneers. As I would not, however, in- 
cur the blame of making a haſty decifion, I 
ſhall briefly relate my arguments in favour of 
his miſſion, which are nothing more than the 
clear, inconteſtible texts of Scripture, he brings 
to his ſupport, and the juſt, conciſe and rea- 
ſonable mode of expounding the ſame, adopt- 
ed by Mr. Halhed; and I could bring five 
thouſand proofs more from the ſame authority, 
would time allow, and by the ſame method that 


Mr. Halhed makes uſe of and converts every 


word in the Old and New Teſtament, from 
Geneſis to the Revelations of St. John, to that 
purpoſe---For inſtance, in Geneſis, chap, x11. 
verſe 3d, Gop ſays, © And I will make thee 
« a great nation:” And again, verſe 4th, 
« AndI will bleſs him that bleſſeth, and curſe 
„him that curſeth thee; and in thee ſhall all 


families of the earth be bleſſed.” Now, 


who can be ſo ignorant as to ſuppoſe that 
Gop meant Abraham in this promiſe? It 
ſignified 


43 


— 
ſignified Mr. Brothers certainly, of whom 
Abraham was only a type: it was a promiſe 
to our modern Abraham, the father and 
the prince of the Jews. This, I think, is I 
ſufficient proof. Now, if ever Mr. Brothers 
was in want of a counſellor, ſurely I am: for 
freedom of thought, freedom of ſpeech, and 

the freedom of the preſs, lie under ſuch op- 
preſſive reſtrictions, that a man ſcarcely 
knows how to indulge his ideas; or I would, 

in imitation of Mr. Brothers, laſh the go- 
vernment, and conclude my book with cen- 
fures on the preſent conduct of Miniſters : but 
let them go on---they will not regard any 
friendly caution till the Elector of Hanover 
is no more, and his Electorate ſeized by the 
King of Pruſſia or the Emperor, according to 
the prophecies. But, however, I think it 
moſt prudent to ſay nothing about politics, 
notwithſtanding it has been the cuſtom of 
holy ſeers and prieſts to meddle with ſtate af- 
fairs, and which I think was the origin of 

having ſpiritual lords in the Legiſlature. 
Now, I have ſeen ſome people appear 
ſtaggered at the ignorance of Mr. Brothers, 
E 2 _ Who 


44 


— — 


who ſays, that Gop himſelf inſtructed him 
with lectures upon law, and yet that he ſhould 
require the advice of Gop concerning his 
book; for God ſaid to him, holding the book 
of his prophecies in his hand, © There is 
nothing in this book that the Engliſh Law 


can take hold of.” (Vide page 71, Part II.) 


Theſe are Gop's expreſs words. But let me 
aſk theſe people, what has a prophet to do 
with law ? Can it be expected that he ſhould 
deſcend to the quirks and quibbles of a pro- 
felled lawyer? and yet ſome expect a prophet to 
have dealings with the devil; and I have read 
of a Lord Chancellor, who, a little while after 
the glorious and ever to bepraiſed revolution of 
1688, that epoch of humility and taxes, ex- 
pected a prophet ſhould know the law as well 
as himſelf, which, for the ſake of ſhewing the 
unexampled ignorance of the ſaid Lord Chan- 
cellor, and the glaring infidelity of the times, 
I will relate as I have read it: 

* Soon after the acceſſion of King Wil- 
« liam III. to the Throne of this Country, a 
man pretending to be inſpired, predicted 
« the death of the King, and the reſtoration 
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of the Stuart line to the Britiſh Govern- 
ment. The man was taken into cuſtody; 
and a ſhort time after, another prophetic 
ſeer waited upon the Lord Chancellor, and 
obtained an interview. The ſoi-diſant 
prophetic informed his Lordſhip, that he 
had the moment before parted from Gop 
ALMIGHTY, who had ſpecially commanded 
him to go to the Lord Chancellor, andorder 
his Lordſhip to iſſue a 10/7: proſequi in be- 


half of the impriſoned ſeer. The Lord 


ce 


Chancellor told the man that he was con- 
vinced he was an impoſtor, as the High 
Authority he pretended to come from muſt 
have . known more of the lau“ than to 
have ſent ſuch a meſſage to him, as the 


power of granting a oli proſequi belonged - 


to the office of the Attorney General.” 


But let m6 aſk any Lord Chancellor, what 


have prophets to do with law at all? Men 
who act under the immediate inſpiration of 
a Diety, ſhall law be our guide when we ar- 
rive at the promiſed country? No---ſurely 
not. Our country will be ruled by prophets 


and holy men : liberty and equality ſhall be 


our 


46 
our law---1nſpiration and revelation our guide: 
our labour ſhall be going about the country, 
ſoothſaying and propheſying damnation to all 
the world beſides, uttering anathemas and 
fulminations againſt the whore of Babylon 
and the ſons of Belial: by miracles, the 
| barren plains of Judea ſhall be made to {iow 
with milk and honey, and the thirſty ſands of 
Canaan ſhall be quenched by waters extracted 
from the rocks : the clouds ſhall again drop 
manna, and laborious works ſhall ceaſe. Then, 
to aid and haſten the completion of this work, 
and finith a ſyſtem invented by Mr. Brothers, 
which connetts religion and politics, bloodſhed 
and peace, famine and plenty, together, in a 
maſs, to ſuit all diſpoſitions and inclinations, 
I have only to ſay to the choſen, yrRoMUL- 
'GATE, and to the infidel, BELIEVE ; for King 
Richard Brothers is ſurely a Democrat and a 


Prophet. 1D FE 58 
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